Yishuv Olam Earth Charter for Our Congregation

Preamble

As stewards of creation, we recognize the sacredness of the Earth and the interconnectedness of
all life. Guided by our tradition and the mitzvah of Yishuv Olam, preserving a habitable world,
we commit to caring for the planet, nurturing justice, and fostering peace. This charter is our
collective promise to honor and protect the environment for present and future generations.

Principles
1. Reverence for Creation

e Recognize the Earth as a gift and treat all forms of life with respect and gratitude.
o (elebrate the beauty and abundance of nature as a reflection of spiritual truths.

2. Sustainability and Stewardship

e Commit to sustainable practices in our congregation's operations and facilities, including
energy conservation, waste reduction,and water stewardship.
e Practice sustainable food systems.

3. Environmental Education and Advocacy

e Educate our members about ecological issues and their spiritual significance.
e Advocate for policies and actions that protect the environment and address climate
change.

4. Community and Solidarity

e (ollaborate, where appropriate, with other faith communities, organizations, and
individuals to promote environmental justice.

e Support vulnerable populations disproportionately affected by environmental
degradation.

S. Simplicity and Mindful Living

e Encourage members to adopt simpler lifestyles that reduce their ecological footprint.
e Promote mindfulness in consumption and a deeper appreciation for the resources we use.



6. Restoration and Healing

e Actively participate in the restoration of damaged ecosystems through tree planting,
habitat preservation, and community clean-up initiatives.
e Offer spiritual and practical support to those impacted by ecological crises.

7. Worship and Reflection

e Incorporate themes of creation care into worship services, prayers, and rituals.
e Dedicate specific times of the year to celebrate the Earth and deepen our commitment to
environmental stewardship.

8. Accountability and Transparency

Create board position possessing a sustainability portfolio
Regularly evaluate and report on the congregation’s environmental impact and progress
toward sustainability goals.

e Foster open dialogue about challenges and opportunities in our journey toward a more
sustainable future.

Commitment

We, the members of this congregation, pledge to uphold these principles with humility, courage,
and faith. Through our actions, we seek to honor the Creator, protect the Earth, and inspire others
to join us in building a just and sustainable world.



